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Disclaimer
 The information presented in this workshop is intended 

solely to help parties understand the obligations and 
requirements imposed by EPCRA, RMP and GDC. This 
workshop does not constitute EPA policy. Mention of trade 
names or commercial products does not constitute 
endorsement or recommendation of use.  Links to non-EPA 
websites are provided solely as a pointer to information 
that might be useful to the public and do not imply any 
official EPA endorsement of or a responsibility for the 
opinions, ideas, data or products presented at those 
locations or guarantee the validity of the information 
provided.



30 years Emergency Planning and Community 
Right-to-Know Act (EPCRA)

 The Environmental Protection Agency marks 30 
years since the passage of its federal Emergency 
Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act 
(EPCRA) as part of the reauthorization for 
Superfund in 1986. EPCRA has played a 
significant role in protecting human health and the 
environment over the last quarter century by 
providing communities and emergency planners 
with valuable information on toxic chemical in their 
area.



 Public demand for chemical release 
information skyrocketed in the mid-1980s 
after a deadly cloud of highly toxic pesticide 
killed thousands of people in Bhopal, India. 
Shortly thereafter, a serious chemical 
release at a plant in West Virginia 
hospitalized 100 individuals. These events 
led to the writing and passage of EPCRA by 
Congress that was signed by President 
Reagan in October 1986 and implemented 
in 1987.



The Aftermath of Bhopal

 When the sun rose on December 3, 1984, 
the city of Bhopal, India, lay in a dense 
cloud of toxic gas. An overnight leak at the 
local Union Carbide plant had loosed methyl 
isocyanate onto the sleeping town. So far, 
2,000 people have lost their lives, with more 
possibly to follow from the long-range 
effects of the gas. More than 200,000 have 
suffered injuries from exposure to the gas.



A woman and her child lie dead on a street on December 3, 
1984, after the toxic gas leak. The acciden killed thousands 

and contaminated water and soil when toxic methyl 
isocyanate gas leaked from Union Carbide's pesticide plant



The U.S. Chemical Safety Board issued the 
findings in a report

 Institute, West Virginia, January 20, 2011 – The U.S. 
Chemical Safety Board (CSB) today released its final 
report on the August 28, 2008, Bayer CropScience 
pesticide manufacturing unit explosion that killed two 
workers and injured eight others. In a report scheduled 
for Board consideration at a public meeting this evening 
in Institute, the CSB found multiple deficiencies during 
a lengthy startup process that resulted in a runaway 
chemical reaction inside a residue treater pressure 
vessel. The vessel ultimately over pressurized and 
exploded. The vessel careened into the methomyl 
pesticide manufacturing unit leaving a huge fireball in 
its wake.



Explosion rocks Danvers, several 
hurt, none seriously
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EPCRA Overview (con’t)

 Summary Chart of EPCRA 
Requirements for RY 1998 (as of 
January 1, 1999)

SECTION
COVERAGE/

TOPIC REQUIREMENT
RELEVANT 

CHEMICAL LIST THRESHOLDS SUBMIT TO:

301-303 Emergency 
Planning

LEPC Emergency Plan, 
EHS Notificatioin

356 Extremely 
Hazardous 
Substances

Specified Threshold 
Planning Quantities 
(TPQ: 1 - 10,000 #)

SERC*
LEPC

304 Emergency 
Notification

Accidental Release 
Reporting

EHS and 
CERCLA102(a) 

Substances

Specified Reportable 
Quantities

SERC*
LEPC

311
Hazardous 
Chemical 
Inventory

MSDSs or List of 
Chemicals

OSHA Hazardous 
Chemicals  

(No Specfic List)

10,000 #; or, if EHS, 
500 #, or TPQ - 

whichever is lower

SERC*
LEPC

Local Fire 
Dept.

312
Hazardous 
Chemical 
Inventory

Inventories, Hazards, and 
Locations

 (Tier I or II)

OSHA Hazardous 
Chemicals  

(No Specfic List)

10,000 #; or, if EHS, 
500 #, or TPQ - 

whichever is lower

SERC*
LEPC

Local Fire 
Dept.

313
Toxic Chemical 

Release 
Reporting

Total Annual Release, 
Waste Management, & 

Source Reduction Data - 
PPA (Form R)

Over 600 Toxic 
Chemicals and 

Chemical Categories

25,000 # manufactured 
or processed; 10,000 # 

otherwise used

EPA
State



 Federal Facility Compliance with EPCRA

 Section 3(j)(i) of Executive Order 13693, 
Planning for Federal Sustainability in the Next 
Decade, 80 Fed. Regis. 15871 (March 25, 
2015) requires federal agencies to report in 
accordance with the requirements of sections 
301 through 313 of EPCRA.
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Charles I. Colley 
Department of Homeland 
Security
Office of Infrastructure 
Protection
202.302.6367 M
CFATS Help Desk Phone: 
866-323-2957 
TIPLINE - 877.394.4347

charles.colley@HQ.DHS.GO
V

Gabriel Porter
Safety and Occupational 
Health Specialist
US Dept. of Labor
Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration
J.F.K Federal Building
15 Sudbury St., Room E340
Boston, MA 02203

porter.gabriel@dol.gov
Direct  617-565-9850
Office  617-565-9860
Fax     617-565-9827 
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Establishment of local emergency 
planning committees 

 Not later than 30 days after designation of 
emergency planning districts or 10 months 
after October 17, 1986, whichever is earlier, 
the State emergency response commission 
shall appoint members of a local emergency 
planning committee for each emergency 
planning district. 



http://www.ct.gov/serc/site/default.asp
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https://www.nh.gov/safety/division
s/hsem/HazardousMaterials/index

.html
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New Hampshire Tier II Reporting 
Requirements

Tier II Administration: Contact: Sarah Osborne

NH Homeland Security and Emergency Management
33 Hazen Drive, Concord, NH 03305
Phone:  603-271-2231

Email: NHTier2@dos.nh.gov

Special Instructions: New Hampshire is requesting facilities to use 
Tier2 Submit and submit electronically. A new version of Tier2 
Submit is created around November of each year. Download the 
latest version of Tier2 Submit.
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http://www.dem.ri.gov/programs/em
ergencyresponse/lepcs.php
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RI SERC – DEM EPCRA 
Reporting Coordinator
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http://vem.vermont.gov/programs/epcra
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Connecticut Tier II Reporting Requirements

Tier II Administration: State Emergency Response Commission
79 Elm Street, Hartford, CT 06106-5127
Phone:  860-424-3373

Email:  dep.ctepcra@ct.gov

Webpage: http://www.ct.gov/serc/site/default.asp EXIT

Special Instructions: The Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection 
(DEEP) is tasked by state statute (22a-602) to manage EPCRA data for the Connecticut State 
Emergency Response Commission (SERC). DEEP prefers that each facility use EPA's Tier2 Submit 
software application for the current reporting year. DEEP will accept Tier2 Submit electronic file 
submissions via email attachment to dep.ctepcra@ct.gov, or submissions on cd with one zipfile
submission to SERC address with a company cover letter and label on the CD, or paper through 
regular mail. DEEP will reply in kind to submissions (of Tier2 Submit electronic files only) made 
by email with an acknowledgment of receipt only, if one is requested. Email acknowledgment 
does not constitute validity of the data and a follow-up notification will be made to the facility if 
DEEP encounters problems with data. Refer to the SERC Website for specific tier 2 reporting 
details:  http://www.ct.gov/serc/site/default.asp EXIT.

A new version of Tier2 Submit is created around November of each year. Download the latest 
version of Tier2 Submit.
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Establishment of local emergency 
planning committees

 Each committee shall include, at a minimum, 
representatives from each of the following groups 
or organizations: elected State and local officials; 
law enforcement, civil defense, firefighting, first 
aid, health, local environmental, hospital, and 
transportation personnel; broadcast and print 
media; community groups; and owners and 
operators of facilities subject to the 
requirements of this subchapter. 



Establishment of local emergency 
planning committees

 Such committee shall appoint a chairperson 
and shall establish rules by which the 
committee shall function. 
 Such rules shall include provisions for public 

notification of committee activities, public 
meetings to discuss the emergency plan, 
public comments, response to such 
comments by the committee, and 
distribution of the emergency plan. 



Establishment of local emergency 
planning committees

 The local emergency planning committee 
shall establish procedures for receiving and 
processing requests from the public for 
information under section 11044 of this title, 
including tier II information under section 
11022 of this title. Such procedures shall 
include the designation of an official to serve 
as coordinator for information. 



Comprehensive emergency 
response plans 

 (a) Plan required Each local emergency 
planning committee shall complete 
preparation of an emergency plan in 
accordance with this section not later than 
two years after October 17, 1986. 
 The committee shall review such plan once 

a year, or more frequently as changed 
circumstances in the community or at any 
facility may require. 



 (b) Resources Each local emergency 
planning committee shall evaluate the 
need for resources necessary to 
develop, implement, and exercise the 
emergency plan, and shall make 
recommendations with respect to 
additional resources that may be 
required and the means for providing 
such additional resources. 



 (c) Plan provisions Each 
emergency plan shall include (but 
is not limited to) each of the 
following: 





 (1) Identification of facilities subject to the 
requirements of this subchapter that are 
within the emergency planning district, 
 identification of routes likely to be used for the 

transportation of substances on the list of 
extremely hazardous substances referred to 
in section 11002(a) of this title, 
 and identification of additional facilities 

contributing or subjected to additional risk due 
to their proximity to facilities subject to the 
requirements of this subchapter, such as 
hospitals or natural gas facilities. 









 (2) Methods and procedures to be followed 
by facility owners and operators and local 
emergency and medical personnel to 
respond to any release of such substances. 



SDS







CAMEO Chemicals/WISER







 (3) Designation of a community emergency 
coordinator and facility emergency 
coordinators, who shall make 
determinations necessary to implement the 
plan. 



 (4) Procedures providing reliable, effective, 
and timely notification by the facility 
emergency coordinators and the community 
emergency coordinator to persons 
designated in the emergency plan, and to 
the public, that a release has occurred 
(consistent with the emergency notification 
requirements of section 11004 of this title). 



 (5) Methods for determining the occurrence 
of a release, and the area or population 
likely to be affected by such release. 





CAMEO



ALOHA



RMP COMP



 (6) A description of emergency equipment 
and facilities in the community and at each 
facility in the community subject to the 
requirements of this subchapter, and an 
identification of the persons responsible for 
such equipment and facilities. 



 (7) Evacuation plans, including provisions 
for a precautionary evacuation and 
alternative traffic routes. 





 (8) Training programs, including schedules 
for training of local emergency response and 
medical personnel. 





 (9) Methods and schedules for exercising 
the emergency plan. 







(d) Providing of information For each facility subject to the 
requirements of this subchapter:

 (1) Within 30 days after establishment of a local 
emergency planning committee for the emergency 
planning district in which such facility is located, or 
within 11 months after October 17, 1986, 
whichever is earlier, the owner or operator of the 
facility shall notify the emergency planning 
committee (or the Governor if there is no 
committee) of a facility representative who will 
participate in the emergency planning process as 
a facility emergency coordinator. 



 (2) The owner or 
operator of the facility 
shall promptly inform 
the emergency 
planning committee of 
any relevant changes 
occurring at such 
facility as such 
changes occur or are 
expected to occur. 

 (3) Upon request from 
the emergency 
planning committee, 
the owner or operator 
of the facility shall 
promptly provide 
information to such 
committee necessary 
for developing and 
implementing the 
emergency plan. 



“One Plan”



CAMEO Chemicals
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Accidental Chemical/Oil Release 
Notification Numbers:

 Local: 911
 State:

• Connecticut 860-424-3338
• Maine 800-452-4664
• Massachusetts 888-304-1133
• New Hampshire  800-852-3411
• Rhode Island 401-222-3070 (24 hrs)
• Vermont 800-641-5005  

 National Response Center 800-424-8802            
 ALL Three Calls are REQUIRED under Federal 

Law.



https://www.epa.gov/epcra/reporting-requirements-continuous-
releases-hazardous-substances-guide-facilities-compliance
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EPCRA Sections 311-312 (con’t)

 Submit Sections 311/312 
information to:
• SERC or TERC
• LEPC
• Local fire department
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EPCRA, Section 311/312 
Exemptions:

 1) Any food, food additive, color additive, drug, or cosmetic regulated by 
the Food and Drug Administration; 

 2) Any substance present as a solid in any manufactured item to the 
extent exposure to the sub-stance does not occur under normal conditions 
of use; 

 3) Any substance to the extent it is used for personal, family, or household 
purposes, or is present in the same form and concentration as a product 
packaged for distribution and use by the general public; 

 4) Any substance to the extent it is used in a research laboratory or a 
hospital or other medical facility under the direct supervision of a 
technically qualified individual; and 

 5) Any substance to the extent it is used in routine agricultural operations 
or is a fertilizer held for sale by a retailer to the ultimate customer. 
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A retail gas station means a retail facility engaged in selling gasoline 

and/or diesel fuel principally to the public for motor vehicle use on land

 For gasoline (all grades 
combined) at a retail gas 
station, the threshold level is 
75,000 gallons (or 
approximately 283,900 
liters), if the tank(s) was 
stored entirely underground 
and was in compliance at all 
times during the preceding 
calendar year with all 
applicable Underground 
Storage Tank (UST) 
requirements at 40 CFR part 
280 or requirements of the 
State UST program approved 
by the Agency under 40 CFR 
part 281.

 For diesel fuel (all grades 
combined) at a retail gas 
station, the threshold level is 
100,000 gallons (or 
approximately 378,500 
liters), if the tank(s) was 
stored entirely underground 
and the tank(s) was in 
compliance at all times during 
the preceding calendar year 
with all applicable 
Underground Storage Tank 
(UST) requirements at 40 CFR 
part 280 or requirements of 
the State UST program 
approved by the Agency 
under 40 CFR part 281.
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Mixtures
 A facility may reports on mixtures or 

hazardous components by either:
• Provide the required information on each 

component of a mixture which is a hazardous 
chemical by calculating the quantity of each 
hazardous chemical in the mixture; or

• Provide the required information on the 
mixture itself by reporting on the total 
quantity of the mixture.

•The entire facility must use one 
method.
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EPCRA Sections 311-312 (con’t)

 Regulated chemicals and reporting 
thresholds:
• 500 lbs or TPQ, whichever is less, for EHS 

chemicals (include mixtures containing an 
EHS)

• A facility must identify and total EHS found in 
all mixtures/products/materials

• 10,000 lbs for other OSHA hazardous 
chemicals/mixtures/products/materials

• Maximum quantity on-site at any one time
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Petroleum Products

CAS # LIQUID CONVERSION 
FACTOR Lbs/Gal

8006-61-9 Gasoline, all types 6.08 lbs 1644 gal

68334-30-5 Diesel Fuel 6.40 lbs  1562 gals

8008-20-6 Kerosene 6.40 lbs 1562 gals

68476-30-2 #2 Fuel Oil 6.40 lbs 1562 gals

Motor Oil 7.20 lbs 1388 gals
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SPCC

 Oil Pollution Prevention regulation at 
Title 40 of the Code of Federal 
Regulations, Part 112, (40 CFR 112). 

 "SPCC Rule" describes the 
requirements for certain facilities
that store oil to prepare and 
implement Spill Prevention, Control 
and Countermeasure (SPCC) Plans. 



https://www.epa.gov/epcra/tier2-
submit-software
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https://www.epa.gov/compliance/e
pas-edisclosure
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For copy of this Power Point presentation please send e-mail to:

Vanni.Tammy@epa.gov

Tammy Vanni
US EPA
5 Post Office Square, Suite 100
OES05-4                                                               
Boston, MA 02109-3912
(617) 918-1710
Fax: (617) 918-0710


